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Uniola paniculata - sea oats 
Grass Family (Poaceae) 
 
Rarity Rank:  S2/G5 

                        
     
Range:  Atlantic and Gulf coasts from MD to TX; also Mexico,  

Cuba, West Indies 
 
Recognition:   

• Tall, stout, rhizomatous grass of beaches and sand dunes 
• Inflorescence is a large showy panicle with nodding 

branches 
• Spikelets many flowered, strongly flattened laterally, and 

greenish to eventually tan 
 

Flowering Time:  June to November 
 
Light Requirement:  Full sun 
 
Wetland Indicator Status:  

FACU – usually occurs in uplands but occasionally found in wetlands 
 

Habitat:  
High energy beaches and sand dunes. This plant 
is extremely beneficial in stabilizing dune habitats 
where other species cannot initially survive.  
 

Threats:  
• Shoreline erosion 
• Seaside development 
• Vehicular traffic on beaches 

 
Beneficial Management Practices:   

• Shoreline stabilization 
• Protect beaches and sand dunes from human 

degradation 
• Continue to propagate and re-establish colonies 

on Louisiana beaches 
 

LA River Basins:  Pearl, Pontchartrain, Mississippi, Barataria, Terrebonne, Vermilion-Teche, Mermentau,  
      Calcasieu, Sabine 

 

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/pdfs/experience/Explanation_Ranks.pdf�
http://plants.usda.gov/wetinfo.html�
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